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Stories from the stacks
Submitted by Doug
Whistance-Smith
People often ask me about the
future of libraries in a
technological
age
where
everything is available online. I
wince at this question, bite my
tongue and reply with
something along the lines of,
“the library has e-books,
downloadable audiobooks and
all manner of streaming
options. But lots of readers
prefer holding a real book,
feeling the pages, the textures,
the smell of print on paper” etc.
I wince because the question
shows a complete lack of
understanding of the many
things that libraries do and
what libraries offer to the
community. It suggests that the
person asking the questions
thinks of the library only as a
warehouse for books. It implies
that the person hasn’t stepped
into a library for a very long
time to see that they are service
hubs, program places and
social spaces where people
connect with other people and
with stories that inspire,
educate or entertain.
I could go on and on about the
benefit of libraries to a
community, but perhaps it’s
more helpful to tell a story
from my own experience.
My family moved to Alberta
when I was four years old.
Here we were in a new
province, in a new community,
isolated from family and
friends. Like many people, my
four-year-old memories are
somewhat
fuzzy
and
inconsistent except when it

comes to big, life changing
events. For example, I couldn’t
tell you with any accuracy
about going shopping with my
mom for groceries. But I
remember in vivid detail our
weekly trips to the library for
story time and puppet theatre
programs.
I clearly recall the excitement
every Tuesday and Thursday
morning… my mom bundling
me up in my bulkiest winter
clothing, pulling, tugging and
stuffing me into my snowsuit;
the crack of the snow as we
walked to the family station
wagon; watching my breath in
the crisp air before the car
warmed up and my mom
telling me to stop fogging up
the
windows;
the
hot
awkwardness of waddling
from the parking lot to the
library. I knew where we were
going, and it was a magical
place where stories came alive.
Suddenly, I wasn’t alone.
There were other kids my age,
and maybe more importantly,
there were other parents for my
mom to connect with. Here we
were, four provinces away
from our grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins and all our
familiar social supports. But
we weren’t cut off from the
world. On the contrary, the
world opened up to us through
the library.
I don’t remember all the
books that we borrowed from
the library, but I know that we
read voraciously as a family in
the evenings, my siblings
snuggling with me in the living
room while they read to me or
helped me sound out new

words. It was magical!
My parents didn’t have a lot
of money back then. My dad
was studying full-time and my
mom was working part-time to
pay the bills. Every penny
counted, but they made sure
that we had a library card; the
cost for the annual card fee was
an investment in our future.
And considering how much we
read, that investment saved our
family a small fortune in
buying books. Why buy when
you can borrow?! And Drayton
Valley Library doesn’t charge
library card fees; borrowing is
free!
But much more than the
books we borrowed, the library
gave our family a sense of
community. We met new
people, made new friends and
found new supports. We also
imagined
a
world
of
possibilities, engaged in social
activities, explored a universe
of ideas and discovered our
voice and our purpose.
Stories used to be scratched
or painted onto the walls of
caves, and those early libraries
still hold the stories of early
society in stasis. The library
was the community; the place
where people recorded their
observations and experiences
in pictures. Technology may
have evolved new ways of
telling stories and making them
more portable, but technology
has not and never will change
our need for libraries as a place
to gather, to share culture and
to “pull together” the thousand
invisible threads that unite us
as a community.

Drayton Valley
Locations
7-11
BD Lock & Key
Century 21
Coop
Drayton Valley Bakery
Esso
IGA
Independent Grocers
MacMillan's Pharmacy
Malone IDA
Mulligan Registries
Petro Canda North
Poplar Ridge Store
Remax
Rexall
Scotty's Gas Bar
Value Drug Mart
Walmart
White Bull Cafe
Winter's Pharmacy
District Locations
Alder Flats Maws Pub &
Grub
Alder Flats Seely's
General
Alsike Gas Station
Alsike Teddy Bear
Restaurant
Big Tee Golf Course
Breton Esso
Breton Family Foods
Breton IDA
Breton Supermarket
Buck Lake Ace
Hardware
Buck Lake Mercantile

Entwistle Esso
Entwistle Food Market
Pendryl General Store
Pineridge Golf Course
Rocky Rapids
Seba Beach Store
Tomahawk General
Store
Tomahawk Race Trac
Gas
Winfield Corner Store
Winfield Feed
Winfield Hardware
Mail Delivery
You can get the Free
Press delivered to your
mailbox at
www.dvfreepress,com/
subscription
Email Subscription
Online
You can also subscribe
to receive your news to
your email inbox at
www.dvfreepress.com
or on our Facebook page
@dvfreepress
Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
5121-51 Ave
Advertising booking
deadline
Monday 12:00 p.m.
Editorial deadline
Monday 3:00 p.m.
(Note physical office is
closed, meetings by
appointment)

A time to remember
Pembina Crisis
Connection Society
In 1991 the Canadian
Parliament
declared
December 6 to be a National
Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against
Women. We remember in
horror the day of December 6
1989 and the loss of 14 young

women students at L’Ecole
Polytechnique in Montreal,
murdered because they were
women. Every year we speak
their names and the names of
too many other victims of
violence.
Geneviève Bergeron, 21;
Hélène Colgan, 23; Nathalie
Croteau,
23;
Barbara

Daigneault, 22; Anne-Marie
Edward,
21;
Maud
Haviernick, 29; Maryse
Laganière,
25;
Maryse
Leclair, 23; Anne-Marie
Lemay, 27; Sonia Pelletier,
23; Michèle Richard, 21;
Annie St-Arneault, 23; Annie
Turcotte,
21;
Barbara
Klucznik-Widajewicz, 31.

Handy hints around the home
Several years ago I had a plan
to get rich. No need for the
lottery, I was going to write a
handy homeowners’ guide for
various tasks around the house.
The book would then be
published to universal acclaim
and I would spend the rest of
my days counting money and
living high on the hog. No
more Surprisingly Cheap (™)
Pinot Noir for me, from now on
it was going to be burgundy or
bust. If things went really well
I thought I might even move to
Aspenview.
But of course it didn’t
happen. Life got in the way of
my plans for fame and fortune.
But last week while searching
for the Christmas present I’m
sure my wife has stashed
somewhere, I came across a
brown envelope containing a
few ink stained pages of my
first draft.

I was brought up never to
waste anything, so here, for
your reading pleasure, is a
sample chapter of that book
that never came to be. Like all
the best books (and some that
aren't very good at all) this is
based on real life experience.

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 with
dryer.

8. Manoeuvre washer and
dryer into position. Discover
dryer plug will not reach
socket. Swear.

15. Take a deep breath and
lunge toward socket. Succeed
in plugging in dryer. Celebrate
wildly.

10. Climb on top of washer
with dryer plug between teeth.
Lie down and attempt to reach
socket with plug.

1. Buy a washer and dryer.

3. Get washer (27 inches
wide) through door (27.5
inches wide) Watch you don’t
catch your fingers. Too late.
Ouch. Swear.

14. Ask assistant to please
remove dryer from foot. Swear.

9. Sit and think.

How to install a washer and
dryer in 19 simple steps.

2. Remove washer from back
of borrowed truck. Washers
can be quite heavy and
awkward to lift so it’s wise to
seek help. The ideal assistant
should be a small woman with
artificial nails and a bad hip.

hoses are wrong way round.
Swear. Undo and repeat task.

5. Disconnect and remove old
washer and dryer. Discover
water streaming from taps
behind washer. Swear. Attempt
to close taps with wrench and
discover they are corroded
open. Swear. Get bucket.
6. Take foot out of bucket.
Swear.
7. Hook up new washer to
taps. Tighten well. Discover

11. Call for assistance to
extract left arm which is
trapped between washer and
wall. Swear.
12. Marvel at nature's rich
palette of colours as bruise
forms on arm.
13. Climb behind dryer and
attempt to reach socket with
plug. Ask assistant to push
dryer as close to wall as
possible.

16. Drag self over top of
washer and roll gently onto
floor after three foot drop onto
head. Swear.
17. Use last remaining
strength to push dryer into
place.
18. Collapse sobbing. Find
pool of water forming under
washer. Swear.
19. Call plumber.
And that’s all there is to it.
Simple really, once you know
how it’s done. Come back next
week for a guide on how to
paint your kitchen cupboards in
less than a year.

